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what should most influence 
our national politics?

moral and/or spiritual issues

economics national security



which issue concerns you
the most?

Economy

War on Terror

Environmental Crisis

National Security

Education

Racism

Class Divide

Taxes Too High

Taxes Too Low

Xenophobia



what gives you hope
for the world?

There Is No Hope

Barack Obama

Mitt Romney

I Don’t Know

Jesus

Oprah

Karl Marx

Good Will

Term Limits

I’m Just Optimistic



how optimistic/pessimistic are you
that current politicians will bring

meaningful progress in these areas?

turning economy around

cutting carbon emissions

accountability for
financial institutions

improving schools

balancing budget

deportation of undocumented
family members

improving middle-class 
standard of living

no way probably
not

maybe probably certainly



how would you describe
your political philosophy?

Economic Liberal

Economic Conservative

Social Conservative
So

ci
al

 L
ib

er
al



how are you feeling
about this election?

Afraid

Hopeful

Excited

Disillusioned

Disappointed

Confused

Angry

Meh

Relief

Confident

Disgusted

Other



where do your values
come from?

Family

School

History

Faith

Peers

Myself

Culture

Media



what are the biggest problems 
in politics today?

Greed

Religion

Incivility

Ignorance

Corruption

Dishonesty

Identity Politics

Reluctance to Change

Special Interest Groups



which values/morals are
most needed in politics?

Compassion

Respect

Generosity

Honesty

Acceptance

Transparency

Consistency

Intelligence

Hopefulness

Justice

Reason

Other



how much do your values
influence your political views?

not at all quite a lot



Martin Luther King, Jr.
1929-1968
U.S. Civil Rights Leader

“Religion has been real to me and 
closely knitted to life. In fact, the 
two cannot be separated; religion 
for me is life.”

“I just want to do God’s will. 
And he’s allowed me to go to the 
mountain. And I’ve looked over, 
and I’ve seen the promised land! I 
may not get there with you, but I 
want you to know tonight, that we as a people will 
get to the promised land.”



William Wilberforce
1759-1833
Led movement that ended slavery in British Empire

“God Almighty has set before me 
two great objects, the suppression 
of the slave trade and the 
reformation of manners.”

“Men of authority and influence 
may promote good morals. Let 
them in their several stations 
encourage virtue...let them favor 
and take part in any plans which 
may be formed for the advancement of morality.”



Mother Teresa 
1910-1997
Founder of Missionaries of Charity

“The miracle is not that we do this 
work, but that we are happy to do 
it.”

“We are all pencils in the hand of 
God.”

“Let us touch the dying, the poor, 
the lonely and the unwanted 
according to the graces we have 
received and let us not be ashamed or slow to do 
the humble work.”



Desmond Tutu
1931-
Archbishop of South Africa

“I don’t preach a social gospel; 
I preach the gospel, period. The 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
concerned for the whole person. 
When people were hungry, Jesus 
didn’t Say ‘Now is that political 
or social?’ He said, ‘I feed you.’ 
Because the good news to a hungry 
person is bread.”



Election 2012
Full Script

1. Introduce yourself, state your purpose, and ask permission.
We’re exploring the spiritual contours of this year’s election. Want to participate?

Hi, I’m _______. What’s your name? We’re from InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and we’re inviting 
the [school name here] community to explore the spiritual dimensions of this year’s political 
election. We’re having people go through this interactive display to think about the election in light 
of Christian spirituality.

2. Invite them to share their concerns.
Use 1 or more display questions, for example: What do you think are the most pressing problems in 
the U.S.? Where are we in desperate need of change?

3. Ask for their opinions about the possibilities for change.
Use 1 or more display questions, for example: What would it take to see real change in the U.S.? Do 
you have faith in the political system to bring about the kind of change you long for?

4. Optional question and transition. Otherwise, go directly to step 5.
This is obviously a silly question, but if God were voting, who do you think he’d vote for? Why?

But seriously…one of the things we’re exploring is how God might be relevant to these issues and 
essential in bringing about real change in the U.S. and the world.

5. Transition to their opinion about connecting world problems and faith. 
Use 1 or more display questions, for example: What role, if any, do you think God or faith could play 
in solving the problems in the world?

6. After listening to their answers, ask if you can share what God has to do with all of this.
Would you be interested in hearing a Christian perspective on how the central story of Christianity 
has brought about systemic transformation in the world?

If “no,” thank them, ask for contact information, and give them InterVarsity information. If “yes,” 
continue to step 7.

7. Share examples of 1 or more of the historical figures.
Obviously, terrible things have happened in the name of Christianity in the past and even today. 
However, over the last 2,000 years, some of the most transformative ideas, social movements, and 
organizations have been inspired by the life and teachings of Jesus:

Human rights		 Child labor laws			  Non-profits		  Hospitals
Women’s suffrage	 Orphanages			   Universities		
Homeless shelters 	 Civil rights movements

We show these four historical figures because they’re examples of how faith—particularly faith in 
Jesus—played an important role in their bringing significant change to the world.

• Martin Luther King, Jr. was inspired by his faith. In fact, he said it was central to everything he did.

• William Wilberforce’s faith in Jesus was his central driving factor to eliminating slavery.

• Mother Teresa’s relationship with God pressed her into the slums of Calcutta to rescue thousands 
from extreme poverty.

• Desmond Tutu’s spiritual beliefs were inspiration to advocate for the oppressed in South Africa.



8. Share the gospel. (Sample dialogue provided—you do not need to memorize.)
All of these people were motivated by this story…

When we look around us at the world, we can see it’s pretty messed up: Injustice, global poverty, 
the environmental crisis, the AIDS epidemic, and the economic crisis are just a few things that have 
happened recently.

But what’s interesting is the way we respond. We actually long for a better world deep inside, and 
either we get really excited about our favorite political candidate as a means of bringing positive 
change, or we bury our feelings deep inside and may become cynical. But, somewhere inside, we 
know things are screwed up and we long for a better world. 

Just as hunger points us to food or thirst points us to water, this longing for a better world would 
seem to point us to the possibility that a better world either did exist or will one day exist.

Draw the four worlds of the New World gospel outline, if possible.

In the Christian worldview, a better world did exist. Humans were originally DESIGNED FOR GOOD. 
God made humanity to bear his image—his love, his reason, his care. In the Bible, there is a story 
of a garden, in which humanity lived in perfect harmony with God, with each other, and with the 
environment.

But then humanity—whether literally or figuratively—turned away from God and we tried to put 
ourselves in the center. And we messed everything up. Our relationship with God, with each other, 
and with the environment were damaged. We were DAMAGED BY EVIL.

But this was a problem for God—because he loved humanity and wanted a relationship with us—and 
so the only way that he could restore this relationship is by actually becoming a human and taking 
on all the suffering and pain that humans had brought into the world.  In the Christian story, God 
becomes a human, Jesus, and lives among us and teaches us, and then ultimately, dies in our place. 
He took all the pain, sorrow, and damage humanity had brought into the world to the grave with 
him. And then, he rose again.  And now he’s actually alive and invites anyone who wants to to be 
joined with him and to begin to experience new life. We can actually be restored to relationship 
with God. We are RESTORED FOR BETTER.

But this isn’t the end of the story, because even though we can be restored to God, the world is still 
pretty messed up. And so it’s not just enough to be connected to God, he actually wants to build a 
new community, with his Spirit at the center, and then send us out together to heal and restore. As 
we’re restored and healed by God on the inside, we become the instruments of his restoration and 
are SENT TO HEAL the world.

At this point, some people wonder why can’t we just go from being damaged by evil to sent together 
to heal?  Well, the reason is that the evil that we face is not just outside us—out there—it’s actually 
in every one of us, inside us. There is evil in the world system, but that system is made up of us. 
We actually need to be changed and renewed from inside, before we can do anything really radical. 
Obviously there are many people who can do a lot of good for a while, but to really change the 
world, you need to change not only systems, but the people in them.

When we truly experience healing from God and calling from him, we can make an incredible 
difference in the world. In fact, other people will experience God’s restoration through us. That is 
the story of Martin Luther King, Jr. or William Wilberforce or Mother Teresa or Desmond Tutu.

9. Invite them to respond.
What do you think about that story? Does it resonate with you?

(Point to your drawing of the New World gospel presentation) What world would you put self in?



1. Introduce yourself, state your purpose, and ask 
permission.

2. Invite them to share their concerns for the U.S.

3. Ask for their opinions about the possibilities for change.

4. Ask who they think God might vote for in this election 
(optional).

5. Transition to their opinion about connecting world 
problems and faith. 

6. Ask if you can share what God has to do with all of this.
If “no,” thank them, ask for contact information, and give 
them InterVarsity information. If “yes,” continue to step 7.

7. Share examples of 1 or more of the historical figures.

8. Share the gospel.
Draw the four worlds of the New World gospel outline.

World 1: DESIGNED FOR GOOD

World 2: DAMAGED BY EVIL.

World 3: RESTORED FOR BETTER.

World 4: SENT TO HEAL 
 

9. Invite them to respond.
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